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Radio - speech made by 1JKRRA P rin c ipa l 
W elfare-O fficer P ro f. R.C.Higgle. 
Б.В.С., 13-th o f February 1947.

Hamburg D.P. Un ivers it}/ Study Center.

England, as an American, I  g ive you my hand in good fe llow sh ip . 
A fte r  l iv in g  with you fo r  three war years and fo r  over a year in the 
B ritish  Zone o f Germany, my debt to you is  a vast one. For you have 
taught me many things about l i f e  and how to l iv e  i t ,  that is  good fo r  
a man to know. And now I  want to repay a ■***+ +10 ^ ъ}г f i l i n g

I  wish I  could be alone with each o f you by the f i r e ,  drinking a 
cup o f hot English tea or s it t in g  in a quiet corner o f  a country pub 
with a glass o f mild and f i t t e r .  For th is  is  an intimate story to be 
to ld  when the body is  relaxed and the soul is  recep tive . I t  has to do 
with the human s p ir it .  And how i t  can never be defeated, i f  i t  ks sup­
ported by fa ith  and love and imbused with courage.

A l i t t l e  over a year ago, I  arrived in Hamburg, on a cold windy 
n ight. The old Army lo rry  that had brought us from Kolland, bowling 
along the Autobahn, creeping through dark streets o f ruined towns, stop­
ped with a sigh before the huge ultra-modern insurance building known 
as “ Deutscher Ring“ .

I t  had been converted into an assembly center fo r  over a thousand 
refugees, who had d rifted  in from a l l  parts o f Germany. They represen­
ted many nations. Eeré they were fed , housed, documented, prepared fo r  
a return to th e ir  homes. But there were some among them who could not 
return. Lonely, in an a lien  land, they were doomed to stand and wait.

But the busy mind and the l i v e ly  heart must keep moving. Faith , 
hope and love survive catastrophe and, inspired by courage, not only 
sustain us, but actually  demand action from us. And such action sur­
mounting obstacles o ften  carries us surprisingly fa r .

I  shall never fo rge t the f i r s t  Sunday morning in January, 1946. 
Sunlight from the mended window ©f the o f f ic e  room, shone unofficialdgf 
on a curious co lle c tion  o f o f f i c i a l  heads, members o f the Prisoner 6f 
War and Displaced Persons, D ivision of the B ritish  M ilita ry  Government 
and members o f Ä u tsch er  Ring ШПША Team. They represented England, Ca­
nada , America, Holland, Belgium and Latvia . There the}/- sat calmly crea­
tin g  a U n iversity  Study Center, Aided, and in fa c t ,  abetted by Professor 
E r ie is  Gulbis, the refugee Deputy Rector o f the University o f Riga in 
Latvia . There they sat calmly creating a U n iversity  Study Center. Aided, 
and in fa c t ,  abetted by Professor F r ic is  Gulbis, the refugee Deputy Rec­
to r  o f the U n iversity  o f Riga in Latvia .

Frankly, I  was aghast at such bravado. As a former U n iversity  p ro fes­
sor, I  knew only t©o w e ll the com pila tions o f U niversity l i f e  and the

you a story in which you may find  a meaning that w i l l  serve some good 
purpose.
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problems o f its  administration functioning in normal communities in times 
o f peace and plenty. But the idea of daring to attempt to create a Univer 
s ity  in the midst o f chaos, when even the necessities  o f l i f e  were hard 
to come by, was the kind of exaggerated adventure to which a man cannot 
say no. I  must make i t  p la in  that at th is  time we hadnTt a sheet o f paper 
or a pencil, nothing except the idea. Nevertheless, on th is  January Sun­
day a general plan was «u tlined  fo r  a Un iversity.

When I  began work with the planning committee, I  was immediately im­
pressed with th e ir  courage and th e ir  w i l l  to survive and to achieve.They 
were refugee professors. They*had le s t the post, in which many o f them 
had figured as men o f importance and substance, th eir future was unknown. 
A l l  they had the day by day present. Such as i t  was. A few personal be­
longings, a bed in an overcrowded room, soup and, from time to time, the 
contents o f a Red Cross package. As an American used to an abundance of 
everything, th e ir  fo rtitu de  and above a l l  th e ir  determination go to fo r ­
ward, v/as amazing.

To fin d  buildings in a bombed c ity  where every room was at premium 
seemde impossible. Equipment ? Even the Army was hard pressed fo r  Sta­
t io n e r 's  supplies. Furniture ? None was being manufactured, and ava ilab le 
supplies were requ istioned. Then there was the simple problem o f e le c t r ic  
l ig h t  bulbs. Not one was o f f i c ia l l y  ava ilab le . From the academic side : 
refugee professors must be found, th e ir  qu a lifica tion s  checked, tra ve l 
orders arranged.

Professor Gulbis ca lled  a meeting o f a provisional Rectorate. P ro f.
Dr. õpik, Estonian astronomer, musical composer, was the Estonian Rec- 
t# r , P ro f. Dr. Dunsdorfs, Economist, Boy Scout Executive, the Latvian 
Rector, P ro f. Dr. Stanka, Lawyer, Representative to the Hague, the Lithu­
anian Rector. As I  sat there lis ten in g  with wonder, I  knew that a way 
would be found.

The problem o f housing. W ell, the f i r s t  blow f e l l  when Deutscher Ring 
was taken fo r  the Headquarter o f the Hamburg German P o lic e . But we were 
g iven  a barracks camp three minutes away in a former church graveyard, 
la te r  the Zoologica l Gardens, ca lled  Zoo Camp. We had a lo t  o f fun with 
thejb name. I t  had seen hard service as a German workers camp, then as a 
transient camp fo r  thousands o f refugees from countries as fa r  apart as 
China and Chile. As we say in American, “ I t  was plenty beat up". Under 
the d irec tiv es  o f a young Lithuanian C iv il  Engineer, Di r v i anskis, trees 
were encouraged to le a f,  flowers to blossom, stoves to function, b u il­
dings to be г^ЙЬ-proof and painted and people to be happy. I Tve never 
known such a busy a ffirm ative  place as Zoo Camp, And no one stopped to 
ask where i t  was leading. The medicaland dental c lin ic s  b u ilt from b its  
and pieces were exce llen t, «ne barracks was set aside fo r  shops, shoe 
repa ir, t a i lo r ,  barber, seamstress, and even a beaticean who had a hair 
drying machine. The experimental school fo r  professors* children where 
only English was spoken was o f particu lar in terest to v is it in g  c e leb r i­
t ie s .  The g i r l  students made colourfu l window draperies out o f German 
naval f la g s , flow er brackets from t in  cans, invention was everywhere.

F ifteen  minutes away on the U-Bahn was A ls te rd o r f Camp. Smaller and, 
as the residents insisted , more exclusive than Zoo Camp. As the Univer­
s ity  grew, i t  became an au x ilia ry  Dormitory Camp. And from it s  f la g  po­
le  proudly flew  the B ritish  f la g  and it s  companion the D.P. U n iversity 
f la g ,  three golden bars, waved lik e  the B a ltic  sea, each fo r  one #f the 
three B a ltic  States, on white background that grew a b it  grey with time.

Across the street from Zoo Camp, we discovered a wreck of a building



which had once been the Headmasterf s House of the noist door Hochschule.
I t  had been bombed, reb u ilt, used as a German f  irewatcher’ s post, la te r  
as quarters fo r  B ritish  Army guards who, in the ea rly  days, guarded Zoo 
Camp. Requisitioned from the scep tica l Town Major, we reh ab ilita ted  i t .
The kitchen became the reception room fo r  the Secretariate working in the 
former d& ing and liv in g  rooms. The spacious clothes c lose t, with add it­
ional shelves, was perfect fo r  the stationers stores. Bedrooms were o f f i -  
céfcefor ХИЩНА and U niversity o f f ic ia ls .  And in the bathroom was an ex­
ce llen t photograph laboratory. In the c e lla r  we established the Dzilnas, 
a Latvian fam ily, who quickly took charge o f the house, the yard and us.

So at la s t we had rooms in which to sleep, to eat, to study and o f f i ­
ces, but s t i l l  no proper place fo r  classes. The M ilita ry  suggested that 
a fragment o f a building таз?' have survived in the vast and once important 
Blohm and Voss shipyards. So o f f  we dashed, dock passes in hand, in our 
A frican campaigne jeep with the bellowing top, in the raim under dark 
skies. T rave llin g  through the tunnel under the Elbe r iv e r , we came out on 
the island and fdund monumental destruction. Great cranes lé$n$ng at 
strange angles, uprooted railway tracks and smashed dry docks and build­
ings. Only two flo o rs  o f the Administration building were in tact. The 
f r a i l  old doorman in a ta ttered  uniform welcomed us with a vague gesture 
and faded away. When we entered the lobby the sky was above us, and the 
rain f e l l  on a bust of Hindenburg r is in g  on i t s  pedestal over the wreck­
age. The rain ran down that unhappy face and presented a kind o f symbol 
o f a ruined nation. On the second f lo o r  fron t, in a room with peeling 
p la s ter  and warped furniture sat several hungry-looking men in black over- 
coats. Formerly executives o f ten shipyards with a power r iv a lle d  only 
by o f f i c ia ls  o f Clyde Bank, they were doomed t*  watch the slow d issolu­
tion  o f a l l  that had been b u ilt  up with such care and e f fo r t .  The}/ w el­
comed our interruption. A fe te r  c iga rettes  and a l i t t l e  softening, they 
opened up. They to ld  us about the Museum fo r  Hamburg H istory. A fte r  the 
severe bombing o f Tu li 1944, they had moved certa in  o f f ic e s  into Museum 
rooms, but had recently  vacated them.

We leaped in the jeep, back through the tunnel, past the large gro­
tesque id ea lisa tion  o f Bismark in cement and to the Museum, across the 
s tree t what is  now the Forces’ Marlborough Club.

I t  had been bombed and the en tire  rear o f the buildings was in ruins. 
Shopkeepers had in sta lled  themselves in the rooms that the cathedrals in 
the old days because o f the lack o f housing. Wasn’ t  i t  Benjamin Franklin 
who was apprenticed to a p rin ter whose shop was in London’ s Bartholomews 
Cathedral ?

We found f iv e  habitable rooms and saw the p o s s ib ility  o f reconditioning 
twenty-eight o f th ir ty  more. So we requ isitioned two th irds o f the Museum 
leaving one th ird  to the Museum au thorities . Funds fo r  rebuilding were 
obstained from the Burgomaster:s fund about which I  knew nothing but which 
seemed to have a legendary vastness. And fo r  f iv e  months German worksmen 
and the students laboured to revive the building. At f i r s t  the work prog­
ressed rap id ly but as the ca loric  content o f the food ration  diminished 
the workers showed the stra in . We begged m aterials from each o f f ic e r  who 
contro lled  them. This was in the days before Economic Branches o f MilGov. 
Suddenly there were no n a ils , or glass, or cement, i f f  we dashed in the 
jeep to beg. Almost always we got some o f the amount we needed. Particu la r 
1 у ,m fc fW e L lG *g e t  the con tro llin g  o f f ic e r  to see the work at thp Museum 
and to fe e l  the enthusiasm there. Glass was scarce, so we usedvJSjoitT tin s , 
fla tten ed  rut painted grey.

The b ig bombed window on the grand stairway was completely gone, vie f i l
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led  i t  in w ith wood, painted grey and against i t  were arranged great 
shields of the three B a ltic  nations, in colour, and o f the eight Facu lties 
o f the University in monotone, bound together with painted branches o f the 
academic oak* The refugee designer, Krumins, is  from Riga. His insp iration  
rested somewhat om my issue o f NAAFI c iga re ttes . A charming l i t t l e  man.
I ' l l  never fo rge t the round head lik e  an apple on a slender stem, bowing, 
with two fin gers  placed over his heart saying, "Thank you, Sair H igg le '1.
We had a mutual sympathy. I  am an American;he has a s is te r  in Boston.

The newly-appointed non-nazi curator o f the Museum, Dr.Eavernick see­
ing the enthusiastic work o f the refugees, pulled his small s ta ff  together 
and began a furious a c t iv ity  in his portion o f the bu ild ing. In September 
they opened, form ally, with a splendid display o f the Commercial H istory 
o f Hamburg. In  the opening address he naid a gracious tribute to the re ­
fugees, who fa r  from th e ir  homes, hounded by insecurity and hopelessness, 
had had the courage and the b e lie f  strong enough to create an University 
and, in doing so give hope and opportunity fo r  hundreds o f th e ir  own youth, 
and isnp iration  to him and to his fe llo w  workers.

Now the U n iversity  had a tla s t a place fo r  classes, in many ways super­
io r  to the accommodations fo r  the Hamburg U n iversity  or the U n iversity  o f 
K ie l.  A contrast was made with the Bismarck Schule fo r  the use o f th e ir  
chemistry laboratory, another contract fo r  the use o f the i-ity L ibrary, 
and. another fo r  the Marianhospital fo r  our medical students. By d ivertin g  
some o f our fu e l issue to the Anatomical In s titu te  o f the Hamburg Univer­
s ity  we were given part-time use o f th e ir  rooms and equipment. The obser­
vatory and planetarium were made ava ilab le . And the B ritish  Агфу permitted 
us to use the Post O ffice  Gymnasium and equipment and the huge Rothenbaum­
chaussee playing f i e ld  fo r  our active sports department.

But what about equipment in a world where every chair was precious and 
where envelopes were used more than once ?

We knew a refugee from Guatemala who knew a man who had heard o f a fa c ­
tory  in Westphalen. We organised some trucks and made a pilgrim age. Unco­
vered several hundred chairs and tab les , some blackboards and drawing 
boards This was in the f i r s t  days o f the 80 G Form, needed fo r  the re lea- 

A se  o f such a r t ic le s . L ife  was s t i l l  a l i t t l e  w ild . We had furnished tur 
^ o f f i c e  building w ith furn iture which the men o f the Sports Department had 

transferred from Deutscher Ring, I  am a fra id  by night. But now we had an 
80 G Form and l i f e  was a l i t t l e  less  buoyant. How we obtained microscopes, 
drawing instruments, e tc . is  too complicated and involved to r e c a ll or re- 

фЬе11.
But there is  that matter o f the herbarium, taken to Berlin  by a p'rsfes- 

sor of the U n iversity o f Riga. He was la te r  k il le d  in an a ir  ra id . P ro fes­
sor Apinis discovered the herbarium. I t  was transported to Bad Oeynhausen 
in the 30 Corps in an Army tra in , hauled i t  to Hamburg in UNRRA trucks. I t  
has one o f the most complete co lle c tion  o f A s ia tic  mosses in the world.

Blohm and Voss yielded some technical books and a quantity o f chemicals 
and chemistry laboratory equipment which we in s ta lled  in f iv e  small rooms 
in the Museum.

Then Mr. Priede came into our l i f e .  A young Latvian graduate o f Faculty 
Of Mechanical Engineering o f the U n iversity  o f Riga. He looked as delica te  
as a g i r l ,  but fo r  him and his workmen the construction o f the mechanical 
engineering laboratory became a b r i l l ia n t  game o f chance. In the K ie l 
shipyards he found an abandoned water-brake. UNRRA co llected  too ls  from 
a dismantled factory  near Schleswig, and Mr.Priede added them to his rare 
co lle c tio n . (Tools have always been a problem. The lack o f them had held



Ьэок the development c f many pro jects ) , Then came the nenn that l i f t e d  the 
game c f chance and Mr.Friede to a kind of engineersr heaven. A quantity o f 
machinery, too ls  and physics laboratory equipment looted from the Univer­
s ity  o f Yytahtas in Kaunas, Lithuania by the Germans, had been traced by 
Lithuanian refugees and aided by UHRRA and the B ritish  Army had co llec ted  
them in Uchte in the 30 Corps. Negotiations were established and the en­
t ir e  amount was sent to us in eighteen UNRRA trucks, Some o f the profes­
sors and students who are using th is  equipment today, used i t  in Lithua­
nia before the war.

But th is  is  an extraordinary incident. The rule was to admit a need, 
then to start out to find , to beg, to borrow and to s tea l. For our Univer­
s ity  grew in a period o f reckless adventure and we used p ira te  methods, 
now we are in the settling-down period, du ller but safer, more sa tis fy in g  
but less exc itin g .

So many times in the p ira te  period we f e l t  alone against the world. And 
there was a kind o f proud, b it te r ,  young man qu a lity  in our attitude, but 
we were lonely . We we loomed, th ere fore , with enthusiasm Mr. Frykholm o f 
the World Student R e lie f Association, Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 
He established a shuttle service. Text books from Switzerland, paper from 
Sweden. ( So d iffe ren t from our shuttle service during the war, bombs from 
England, reload in I t a ly  and bomb on the war back ). The paper was used to
reprin t the tex t books so the whole thing tied  up into a very neat packa­
ge that meant education and hope fo r  1200 students. The Lithuanian R e lie f 
Association o f New York C ity sent SOC books to Bremen, UNRHA trucks brought 
them to Hamburg. The B a ltic  Humanitarian Association in Stockholm sent 
textbooks and period ica ls . The Gospel Mission in London sent th eo log ica l 
l ite ra tu re , and Mr. Long personally sent precious packages o f cloth ing, 
thread, shoe na ils  e tc . A Mrs. Baltramaitis in Chicago, Secretary o f a 
Lithuanian Society, sent the proceeds o f a dance in the form o f the Encyc­
lopedia Britannica. Because o f shipping problems each volume arrived one 
at a time. The suspense was pain fu l, but the fu l l  set is  now in our l ib ­
rary which now comprises almost 4000 volumes as w e ll as a great quantity 
o f p eriod ica ls  . Demobbed Army o f f ic e r s ,  friends o f the U n iversity, some­
times sent th e ir  strange co llec tion s . I  drove the jeep to Bremen and Miss 
Webster o f Special Services L ib raries , loaded i t  up with U.S.Army School 
Manuals and tex t books l e f t  behind by departing units. This was the blind 
manTs buff way in which the University took shape.

The YMCA - YWCA donated sports equipment and musical instruments. The 
sports department gave a b r i l l ia n t  d isplay on May 25, but shortly a fte r ­
ward was forced to cu rta il i t s  program. 1500 calor5.es were not su ffic ien t 
fo r  the extra energy needed.

And now fo r  the academic side o f the coin 1
The u n ivers ity  administration s ta ff  includes the President, three Rec­

tors (one fo r  each n a tio n a lity ), the Senate, the Council o f Deans o f the 
Eight Facu lties and Department Head. Each o f f ic e  is  f i l l e d  by democratic 
e lec tion . The Secretariate is  in three sections, representing each the 
three B a ltic  States.

The one hundred and seventy professors were chosen very ca re fu lly  on 
the basis o f th e ir  scholarship and teaching experience. Each Faculty has 
mixture o f professors, associate professors, lectu rers and assistants from 
the three states. The common language is  German, although courses are 
taught in English and in the native language. Many o f these men are now 
carrying on research work which has resulted in the publication o f twenty- 
four o r ig in a l theses and the development c f  an exchange mailing l i s t  with 
fo r ty  co lleges  and U n ivers ities  as w idely separated as the U n iversity  o f



Chicago end. the University* de Geneve.

There are over a thousand students, men and women. Because o f th e ir  de­
layed education the average age is  somewhat greater than is  usual. Their 
names were f i r s t  submitted to Camp Commandants, UNRRA workers, or refugee 
committee o f f ic ia ls .  L is ts  were composed, from which candidates were cho­
sen by the Hectors and th e ir  committees. The qu a lifica tion s  o f each stu­
dent were ca re fu lly  considered. He must have attended a co llege or Univer­
s ity  in his native country.

No diploma is  granted a graduate o f the Hamburg ф.Р. U n iversity. He is  
given a c e r t if ic a te  concerning the amount and qua lity  o f work accomplished. 
Many professors have to ld  me that on the average the work done by the stu­
dents was o f a better qu a lity  than in the home U n ivers ities .

The U niversity  has no Charter. I t  is  guided only by a d irec tive  issued 
by jo in t council o f UNRRA and Education Branch of CCG,

The U niversity  has no budget. I t  has grown, as you see, almost wholly 
(as one might say, by the Grace o f God.

For the past year the professors received no sa la ries , but la s t week 
they received th e ir  f i r s t  monthly salary through the Pioneer Corps Labour 
Unit in Hamburg. Meanwhile many o f them gave a l l  they had to the U n iversi­
t y  which had grown to mean so much in th e ir  l iv e s .

A month ago recogn ition  came lik e  a reve la tion  when the opportunity was 
given fo r  the U n iversity  Study Center to leave i t s  decentralized setup in 
Hamburg and move into the Allenby Barracks, a former u ltra modern Luftwaf­
fe  School, in Pinneberg only 20 kilom eters from Hamburg. Here in the count­
ry , housed in modern brick and stone buildings, with land fo r  gardening, 
w ith space fo r  laboratories and with the opportunity to maintain and even 
increase the associations so laboriously constructed during the past year 
in Hamburg, the Hamburg D.P. U n iversity  Study Center is  entering a new 
phase o f i t s  development.

And now, dear frien ds, 
to ld . And i t  seems to me

in England or wherever you may be, my story is  
, I  think o f i t ,  that th is  is  not just the 

story o f how U n iversity  grew out o f nothing, how айЦordered scheme was 
developed out o f chaos, or how w ell UNRRA and the Control Comission fo r  
Germany are doing th e ir  jobs, or how refugees without a past, with onl^r a 
'present, have found a fu ture, but rather i t  seems to me that th is  is  a' 
story o f how the human s p ir it  asserts i t s e l f  and contrives to triumph over 
advers ity . How i t  can never be defeated, but supported by fa ith  and love 
and imbued with courage i t  continues always i t s  inexorable and wonderful 

t a d vance.


